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INTRODUCTION
   Congratulations to you 
and your partner on haveing 
decided to get married. This 
booklet is designed to give you 
some advice and explanation 
as to what is possible, and what 
you should be thinking about 
while planning your religious 
ceremony. Although it can’t cover 
every eventuality, it is intented 
to point out some of the more 
important things that you that will 
need to consider.

 In most European countries, and in 
Jewish law, only two Jews can be married 
to each other in a synagogue. In some 
European countries, couple must first have 
a legally-binding civil ceremony, before the 
religious one. You must arrange to have 
had a legally-binding ceremony, before the 
religious one. This can usually be done at 
the Mayor’s office, or City hall. In some 
countries, the civil and religious parts can 
be combined. 
 The location for your religious 
ceremony can be in any suitable venue 
and it can be held indoors, or outdoors. 
Amongst many options, the following have 
been used: homes, hotels, country houses, 
clubs, galleries, mountains, castles, 
museums, zoos, boats and beaches. There 
will be consequences to whatever choices 
are made and if a ceremony is planned for 
outside, it is advisable to have an alternative 
available if on the day the weather is not 
suitable. Most ceremonies last between 30-
45 minutes. Some couples make use of a 
wedding-planner to help them organise and 
oversee the arranagements. 
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The Ceremony
In essence there are 10 steps in 
planning a jewish wedding.
1.  Choose a date. 
Traditionally, weddings do not 
take place on Shabbat and Jewish 
festivals and at some other times. 
Non-traditional rabbis may be more 
flexible. They might also agree to 
having a ceremony on a Saturday 
night after Shabbat.
2. Choosing a venue.
3. Choosing a rabbi, or officiant.
4. Arrange for the Civil ceremony.
5.. Planning the details of the 
ceremony with the rabbi.

6. Finding a Chuppah.
7. Buying the ring(s). 
8. Buying a Ketubah.
9. Pre-wedding considerations. 
Depending on where you live, this 
might include drawing up a pre-
nuptial agreement, having an Aufruf, 
drawing up Tena’im, changing 
your Will and Passports. Finding 
photographers, hairdressers, 
caterers, musicians, printers, etc.
Depending on the venue, there may 
also be security considerations.
10. After the wedding  there is the 
honeymoon and setting up home.
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In terms of Jewish law, a wedding 
must include three special elements.
1. The bride is given money, or an 
item of value such as a ring.
2. Two wittnesses and nowadays 
also the couple and the rabbi sign a 
ketubah, which is given to the bride.
3. The consummation of the 
relationship. This can be symbolised 
in the ceremony by the bride entering 
under the Chuppah. Other opinions 
include the bride wearing a veil and 
the groom putting it down, or lifting 
it, or the couple spending some time 
alone in a private room, (known 
as Yichud ), immediately after the 
ceremony, 

Technically any one of these three 
acts would be sufficient, to effect 
a marriage, but nowadays all 
three are included in the religious 
ceremony. There can be some 
differences between families and 
communities about customs relating 
to weddings. Sephardim and 
Mizrachim, for example, often have 
a Henna party prior to the wedding. 
Since these are all customs, 
(minhagim) there is a great deal 
of discretion regarding them and it 
can give everyone an opportunity 
to enjoy new experiences which 
reflects the diversity of traditions 
within the jewish community.
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Order of Service
2. Guests take their places at the 
venue. There is usually some background 
music to help create a relaxed, but festive 
atmosphere. Some chairs may need to be 
reserved for family, the elderly, or for guests, 
who might be involved with the ceremony, 
or parents with young children.

3. The entrance of the cortege is marked 
with special music to announce their arrival. 
It is customary for guests to stand when the 
bride arrives. It is customary for the bride to 
stand to the right of the groom. Once under 
the chuppah there is a tradition for the bride 
to walk anticlockwise around the groom 
seven times, although some say that three 
is enough. The bride may be escorted by 
one, or both mothers while she is encircling 
the groom.

4.  The couple faces the rabbi, with their 
backs to the audience. It is customary for 
the rabbi to say some words of welcome, 
prayers and blessings, including one over 
wine. the cup is passe to both mothers who 
give it to the bride, or groom to drink. 

5. A Jewish wedding consists of two 
parts. The first part is called Kiddushin, or  
Erusin and refers to the bethrothal. This is 
carried out by the groom giving the bride an 
object of value, such as a ring and whilst 
doing so, saying in Aramaic the traditional 
phrase, Harei at mekudeshet li b’taba’at zo 
k’da’at moshe v’yisrael, which means, By 
this ring, you are sanctified to me, according 
to the laws of Mosses and Israel. 

 Customs and traditions 
can change according to time 
and place, as well as whether  a 
couple come from an Ashkenazi, 
Sephardi, or Mizrahi background. 
The essence of a wedding 
ceremony is the same regardless 
of such considerations.

1. Badeken, is the Ashkenazi 
custom of the groom being 
escorted and visiting the bride, 
just prior to the start of the 
wedding ceremony to ensure 
that it is the right bride. Some 
Sephardim do this while the bride 
is half way down the aisle. Some 
Ashkenazi couples also fast, but 
this is not a Sephardi custom. 
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 If the groom is unfamiliar with 
Aramaic, he can repeat each phrase 
after the rabbi.

6. The groom must also give the 
bride a wedding document, which 
is usually read out, and is signed by 
two male Jews who are unrelated 
to the couple, who act as the official 
witnesses and who have seen the 
bride accept the groom’s ring. The 
rabbi may give an address, or sermon.

7. The second part of the ceremony 
is called Nissuin, or Chuppah. It 
represents symbolically, the bride 
entering the husbands home, or 
domain. It is customary for seven 
marriage blessings (Sheva Berachot) 
to be recited. This can be done by the 
rabbi, or by asking six friends and the 
rabbi, or seven friends to recite one 
blessing each.  Some Sephardim, have 
a tradition of the groom spreading his 
prayer shawl over the shoulder’s of 
the bride, or of friends spreading one 
over the heads of the couple. Included 
in the seven marriage blessings, is 
blessing over the wine. The cup is 
then passed to both fathers, who give 
it either to the bride, or the groom.

8. As is well known, it is customary 
at the end of the ceremony for the 
groom to step on and smash a glass. 
Once this is done, the guests all shout 
out Mazel-Tov and the groom lifts the 
veil of the bride, if it hasn’t already been 
lifted and kisses her. The rabbi may 
give some guidance as to where the 
guests need to go after the ceremony.

It is customary at the end of the 
ceremony for their to be up-beat joyfull 
music as the bride and groom and their 
parents walk back up to the entrance.

9.  Ashkenzai tradition, is for the 
couple to have some time alone, 
known as Yichud to share a light snack 
after the conclusion of the ceremony.

10. Although it is customary for a 
rabbi to officiate at a Jewish wedding, 
anyone who has the necessary 
knowledge and competance may 
do so. The officiant at a Jewish 
wedding is known as the M’sader 
Kiddushin. 

 After the religious ceremony, it 
is customary to have a wedding feast 
and a party with music, dancing and 
to entertain and celebrate with the 
couple, so that they may be happy and 
enjoy themselves. In some places it is 
usual for close friends of the couple 
to put on a humerous show about the 
couple and their history.
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Music Photography
 As well as the Rabbi, some 
couples wish to have musicians, or a 
cantor, or choir.  Other couples elect 
to have music of their own choice, 
played by musicians, or from a tape, 
or C.D. through a suitable PA. system. 
Depending on how many people are 
attending and who else might be 
involved in the ceremony, it might be 
necessary to have a microphone and 
loudspeakers. Check to ensure that 
any  musicians, singers, or readers, 
don’t mind by being recorded.

  There is usually no problem with 
having your ceremony recorded for 
posterity, or to have a photographer 
present. However, some rabbis 
may object and a certain amount of 
discretion is called for, to ensure that 
it is not intrusive during the ritual. It 
may be wise, prior to the ceremony, 
to outline the course of events to any 
professionals, so that they can find a 
good vantage point and know what to 
expect, particularly if they have not 
been to a jewish wedding before.
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 Although most jewish men will 
remember to take a head covering 
known as a kippah, or yamulkah to a  
wedding, it is increasinging usual to 
have a basket on a table, with some 
kippot in them, near the entrance to 
the venue. This enables any non-jews 
who are not aware of this tradition, or 
jews who may have forgetten to bring 
one with them, not to be put in an 
awkward, or embarrassing situation. 
A cloth kippah is better then a paper 
one, which can easily fall off.

 Wine in a kiddush cup is used as 
part of the wedding ritual and this is 
usually provided by the rabbi. Some 
families have a treasured heirloom 
which they wish to use, or one of the 
wedding gifts to the couple can be a 
kiddush cup that is used for the first 
time at the wedding. The glass that is 
smashed by the groom at the end of 
the ceremony is usually also provided 
by the rabbi. It may be in the form of 
a tumbler, beaker, or brandy glass, 
rather than a wine glass.

Kippot Wine & Glass
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 For such an important 
document it is surprising how few 
regulations exist about it. It can 
be hand wriiten,photo-copied, or 
printed. There are many different 
texts that reflect on the diversity 
of the jewish community and 
the understanding that each 
couple share about the meaning 
of getting married. If it is not 
your synagogue rabbi who is 
officiating, it is worth seeking 
your rabbi’s advice about which 
text you can use. Traditionally, 
the ketubah is signed by two 
Jewish men who are unrelated to 
either the bride, or groom, or to 
each other. This  helps guarantee 
their independence as official 
witnesses. The couple and rabbi 
may also sign the document, but 
they do not do so as witnesses.

  The ring that the groom 
gives to the bride, should be 
his property, until he gives it to 
her in the ceremony. It should 
be worth more then the smallest 
coin of the country in which the 
wedding takes place. This is 
to encourage even the poorest 
to get married. The ring should 
be a plain metal band, without 
jewels, or holes in it. .

Ketubah

Rings
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What Happens Next?
 A couple should arrange to meet 
with the rabbi, either in person, or on-
line, as soon as possible to discuss 
the options. If this is not possible 
because of time, or distance then 
other arrangements can be made. 
However, it is of considerable help for 
all concerned to meet a few times prior 
to the ceremony taking place. 
 When you know the date, time 
and location for the religious ceremony, 
it would be wise to also ensure that the 
rabbi is available before you confirm 
the reservation with the venue. 

 Reservations are accepted by 
the rabbi in the order in which they 
are received. A deposit is payable, 
which is non-refundable. 
      It is normal to meet with the rabbi 
several times, before the ceremony 
takes place.
 The last meeteting between the 
rabbi and couple will take place 6-8 
weeks before the ceremony.
 You must be married in a 
legal ceremony, before the Jewish 
religious ceremony takes place, or in 
a ceremony which includes both.

14



 A wedding canopy called a Chuppah is usually 
required for a Jewish wedding. There are no specific 
dimensions, although as a minimum it should cover 
the bride and groom. Nowadays they also cover the 
parents of the bride and groom and the rabbi. Details 
about the different styles of Chuppah can be found on 
the website.  
 At least one table will be required placed at the 
back of the Chuppah for the wine, kiddush cup and 
glass. It can also be used to sign the Ketubah, if this is 
to be done during the ceremony. 
 If the ceremony has more than 80-100 guests, 
then a microphone will be required and loudspeakers 
to ensure that all the guests can hear the ceremony.

Chuppah
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Children
 You may be asked to give some 
undertaking as to which religion you 
will bring up any children. However, 
not all rabbis require this. 
 According to jewish law, the child 
of a jewish mother is jewish. In the UK 
Progressive rabbis (in the USA, Reform 
rabbis,) will recognise as jewish, any 
child with at least one jewish parent.
 Such a child must also be brought 
up in a jewish home and receive a 
jewish education. Israel’s, “Law of 
Return,” recognises that all jews have 
an automatic right to citizenship and to 
live in Israel. 
 The civil authorities have shown 
themselves to be reasonably flexible 
in this matter, regarding those who are 
not strictly jewish.

 For example,a non-jewish 
partner, or child of a jewish man and 
non-jewish woman, or in cases where 
jewish status is either not clear, or 
can’t be easily proven.
 However, the religious authorities 
are more rigorous in their application 
and understanding of jewish law. 
 Attitudes are liable to quickly 
change and not always for the better.  
 Sometimes parents have found 
it difficult to accept the choices made 
by a son, or daughter, or feel unsure 
about the rabbi who is going to officiate 
at their ceremony. In such cases, a 
rabbi will be open to meeting parents 
of the couple to discuss any problems 
or difficulties.
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 In a couple, the one for whom religion 
is more important, is also the one who is 
most likely to take on the responsibility, for 
the religious education of any children. 
 If both parents believe that their religion 
is equally important, then it seems only right 
that both religions are practised in an equal 
and positive atmosphere, at home.
 Being a knowledgable and active 
member of the jewish community is part of the 
inheritance that jewish children receive from 
their parents and grandparents. It allows them 
to identify with the community, its culture, 
history and language and to make judaism an 
enjoyable and sustaining part of their lives.
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Funerals
 Not all Jews are members of 
synagogues, but when there is a 
death, a rabbi may need to be found 
quickly to officiate at a funeral. 
 If you are Jewish, then there 
should be no problem in being 
buried in a Jewish cemetery. 
 If you wished to be buried 
next to your spouse, you may 
need to reserve the ajoining plot. 
 Most, although not all, 
Liberal, or Reform rabbis will also 
conduct cremations.  Your local 
community will be able to advise 
you. From a traditional point of view, 
cremations are not accepted.  Many 
Holocaust survivors opted for this

option, perhaps keenly identifying with so 
many who died in the camps. However, 
this may be hard on children and a 
surviving spouse.
 There is always the option to be 
buried in a civil, or non-denominational 
cemetery, although not all rabbis are 
prepared to officiate in such grounds.
 If you have not already done so, it 
is advisable to draw up a will, with the aid 
of your legal advisor and to leave clear 
instructions about end of life care, organ 
donation, etc. In thr UK this can be done 
through the use of an Enduring Power of 
Attorney. 
(https://www.gov.uk/enduring-power-
attorney-duties)
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 Amongst the celebratons that 
follow the religious wedding are music 
and dancing, especially a dancing 
in a circle known as a hora. At very 
traditional ceremonies, the men and 
women may dance separately, often 
divided by a mechitzah.
 It is also a tradtion for the bride 
and groom and often their parents to 

be seated in chairs and lifted up and 
down a few times by three, or four of 
the stronger guests during a hora. It 
is also customary for couples to stop 
dancing and to sit on chairs while they 
are entertained by some of the guests. 
It can be loud, raucous and amusing, 
as guests do their party pieces and 
others make fun of the couple.

Celebrations
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 You are strongly advised to take out insurance to 
cover any accident, or unforeseen loss, or misadventure 
on the day that the ceremony takes place. Although 
every care is taken, situations may arise which make 
it impossible for the ceremony to take place, due to 
unexpected circumstances beyond anyone’s control.

Insurance
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 No-one should be denied  the 
services of a rabbi for financial reasons. 
If you are not able to afford the standard 
fees that are listed, it may be possible 
to adjust  the charges to meet your 
circumstances, providing there  is a  
good justification for doing so. Such 
reasons might include, but not be 
limited to being, or having recently been 
unemployed, or being on a low salary. 

 Other similar reasons such 
as being reliant only on  state 
benefits, pensions and similar 
payments. Each case is considered 
individually and sympathetically, 
although it must be appreciated that 
rabbis also have to make a living.

Honorarium
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Fees for officiating at a religious  
weddings are dependent on geography 
and time.

1. For ceremonies within the M25 ring 
around London, the fee is  £850. There 
is a non-refundable deposit of £300

2. For ceremonies outside of the M25    
ring around London, they are £1000. 
There is a non-refundable deposit of 
£300.

3. For ceremonies within  Europe,    (with 
the exception of Switzerland,)they  are 
1,800 Euros, plus travelling expenses. 
There is a non-refundable deposit of 
500 Euros.

4. For ceremonies in Switzerland the 
fee is 2200 Ch.Frs., plus travelling 
expenses.  There is a non-refundable 
deposit of 600 Ch. Frs.          

5. Ceremonies beyond Europe will need 
to be individually priced.

All payments should be made 
electronically to the appropriate 
account to one of the accounts on 

the next two pages..  

.

Fees
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For payments in Pounds Sterling
Bank account details

Bank: Nationwide
Adress: 798 High Street, Finchley, London, N12 9QX, 
              United Kingdom.
Account Name: Mr G D Hall
Account No: 29421300
Sort Code : 07-01-16
IBAN: GB11 NAIA 070116294213 00 
SWIFT - BIC: NAIAGB21
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For payments in Euros
Bank account details

Bank: KBC Bank, Ireland plc
Address: Sandwith Street, Dublin 2, Ireland.
Account Name: Mr Guy Hall 
Account No: 11547729
Sort Code: 990270
IBAN: IE68ICON99027011547729 
SWIFT - BIC: ICONNIE2D

For payments in Swiss Francs
Bank account details

Bank: Raiffeissen Schweiz Genossenschaft
Address: Raiffeisenplatz, CH-9001 St. Gallen, Switzerland.
Account Name: M. Guy David Hall 
Account No: 26274478 
Sort Code: 80808
IBAN: CH3780808007726274478 
SWIFT - BIC: RAIFCH22XXX
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Contemporary Issues
 There are different 
denominations across the jewish 
religious spectrum and differences of 
opinion can exist within each one. 
 The three issues that are 
perhaps the most controversial are 
(1) the role of women, (2) interfaith 
couples who wish to get married in 
a jewish context and (3) jews who 
are LGBTQ+. and similarly wish to 
get married. The nature of marriage 
has changed since biblical times. For 
many couples, it is important that the 
nature of the relationship is reflected 
in their wedding ceremony. It is not 
always the case that a man is paying 
in order to acquire a woman.

 This can be reflected in having a 
ceremony in which both the bride and 
groom exchange rings, rather than 
the tradition of only the groom giving 
a ring to the bride. 
 It can also be reflected in 
the choice of the text chosen for 
the ketubah, the wording of the 
sheva berachot, or the format and 
understanding of the circling that takes 
place at the start of the ceremony.
 For mixed-faith, or LGBTQ+ 
couples, there are separate booklets 
to this one that can be downloaded 
form the website.
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 If you have non-Jewish guests 
attending your wedding, it is important  
to make sure that they feel included 
and are not just passive on-lookers. 
This can be done, by reminding men 
that they should have their heads 
covered  during the ceremony, either 
by asking them to bring a hat, or by 
providing kippot. It is also a help to 
make clear whether there will be mixed 
seating, or not. Some people provide 
a printed, Order of Service giving the 
major stages of the ceremony and a 
short explanation. This is especially 
helpful if most of the ceremony will be 
in Hebrew. Your rabbi may also make 
some explanatory comments.

Inclusiveness
 Guidance should also be given 
as to whether photos and videos can 
be taken during the ceremony and 
what will happen after the ceremony.
The aim should be to make all your 
guests comfortable and that they 
should enjoy the experience  of being 
there. Particular attention should be 
given to  guests who are elderly, infirm, 
pregnant, or with young children 
and those with physical, or mental 
handicaps. Make sure that guests are 
able to get to the venue and return to 
their hotels, or homes, particularly if 
they do not speak  English, or  have 
had a long jouney to be with you.
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 Much of what is now considered essential at a jewish wedding, was 
unheard of even thirty years ago. Customs that were considered normal then 
are now largely forgotten. Even amongst traditional jews who usually shun any 
changes, there have been some subtle changes, or additional clauses added 
to the ketubah. During the early medieval period, the groom would place a tallit 
(prayer shawl), or veil over the bride, as a symbol of consumating the marriage. 
It was only in the 16th century in eastern Europe, that the innovation of using a 
portable canopy as the chuppah became the accepted for the same act.
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 Increasingly popular is the 
traditional  custom of having a tisch 
- literally, “a table,” just prior to the 
wedding  ceremony. The groom 
presides and invites all the male  
guests to join him. Some take the 
opportunity to sing, make toasts over 
a glass of whisky, or vodka and tell 
jokes. Alternatively the rabbi, or a 
guest might lead a class, or deliver 
a scholarly talk. The bride may also 
have her tisch with all the other 
guests. In some communities the 
ketubah, is  signed at a joint tisch by 
two witnesses. Traditionally, a bride 
takes her first trip to the mikveh (ritual 
bath) the day before the wedding,

 

Tisch 
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 Every Jewish wedding you will 
ever attend will be unique and differ-
ent. This reflects the religious outlook, 
culture and personality of the rabbi 
and the couple getting married. It is 
important for every couple to have 
the wedding that they want and not 
what others may insist that you have. 
There is a lot of discretion within Ju-
daism on this matter. It can also be 
important for a couple to support one 
another and work together, marking 
out clear boundaries for family and 
friends. Suggestions and advice are 
welcome, but it must be the couple 
together who ultimately make the de-
cisions. 
 Couples will benefit by talking 
to each other about what they want 
and how much of jewish tradition 
and custom they want. This can in-
clude whether they wish to separate 
for a week before the ceremony as 
is the traditional custom, or just one 
day which has become increasingly 
normal. Some couples fast the day 
before their wedding, but many have 
a light meal before the ceremony, so 
that they don’t feel uncomfortable, or 
risk fainting during the ceremony, or 
afterwards. These rituals can help 
the couple prepare spiritually for the 
major changes of the day to come. 
Some couples choose to be cre-
ative and try out alternatives to  jew-
ish customs, that express their own 
ideals and spirituality. It is important 
to let guests know this, so that they 
can contact you if they have any con-
cerns about the wedding.
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